to scholars and historians. The most heartfelt benefi ciary will be the young cartoonists who will fi nd true inspiration in their fi rst exposure to the artists and stories in the books. This collection represents an impressive cross-section of genres, styles, and readerships; the demographic of those that can be positively affected by this acquisition is just as diverse. I hope that this will be an inspiration to other publishers and academic libraries that will follow Dark Horse and Portland State University Library's lead in nurturing future comic creators and scholars. 8 With the vast Dark Horse collection meticulously cataloged for scholarly research, more courses on campus will incorporate these visual/ verbal narratives into the classroom.
Anchored by the Dark Horse Comics archives, and ideally situated in the heart of a city known for its thriving comics creators' community, Portland State University Library's Special Collections seeks to expand its holdings to include the entire output of other independent comics publishers as well, beginning with several locally based nationally recognized companies. Special Collections will also collect promotional materials, realia, business records, and personal papers from its featured publishers as well as the papers and works of artists and writers associated with the comics community, many of whom got their start with Dark Horse's support. These important materials will augment the study of sequential art by providing further insight into the creative process as well as into the business and promotion side of the independent publishing and promotion industry.
Notes

